. Further, this process of theory development is likely to result in knowledge unique to the discipline of nursing (Phillips, 1988; Whall & Fawcett, 1988 ).
Development of the Theoretical Formulation
The theoretical formulation was expllcitly guided by King' Family health is conceptualized from King's ( 1981 King's ( , 1983 (King, 1983 (King, 1981 (Barnhill, 1979; Feetham, 1984; Minuchin, 1974; Olson, Sprenkle, & Russell, 1979) .
Social support
Social support is conceptualized from King's ( 1981 ) King's (1981) (Berkman & Syme, 1979; Gottlieb, 1983; Hyman & Woog, 1982 (Anderson, 1982; Pilisuk & Parks, 1983; Unger & Powell, 1980 According to Cochran and Brassard (1979) (Brandt, 1984; Pascoe & Earp, 1984; Zelkowski, 1987 (Anderson & Auslander, 1980; Johnson, 1980 (Orr et al. 1983 ). The relationship with the health care team was identified as a concern of parents of diabetic youths (Hodges & Parker, 1987) . Overall (Olson et al., 1985) . These subconcepts are consistent with several of the concepts King ( 1981 ) (Norbeck, 1984 (Fry, 1977 (Harter, 1985 (Cohen, 1986) . In general, a HgbAlc value of less than 10% is considered good metabolic control, 10 to 13% is considered fair metabolic control, and greater than 13% is considered poor metabolic control (Anderson et al. 1981 (Boyd, Frey, & Aaronson, 1988 (Boyd, Frey, & Aaronson, 1988) . Several measures of goodness-of-fit were used to assess the extent to which the proposed model fit the data. The Relative Likelihood Ratio (RLR) is a ratio of the chi-square value to its degrees of freedom (Joreskog & Sorbom, 1984) .
It may be viewed as an indicator of how the model being tested compares to an alternative, (Carmines & McIver, 1981 Figure 2 shows the results of the LISREL analysis. The causal and noncausal relationships between the concepts are standardized maximum likelihood (ML) estimates and are analogous to path coefficients and correlations. The structural parameters, representing hypothesized relationships, are tested with the t statistic (Joreskog & Sorbom, 1984) .
Three of the five hypotheses were supported: parents' social support had a direct and positive effect on family health (hypothesis 2); parents' and child's social support were significantly related (hypothesis 4); and, illness factors had a direct and negative effect on child health (hypothesis 5, added after model revision). The reciprocal relationship between family health and child health (hypothesis 1) was not supported, nor was the direct effect of child's support on child health (hypothesis 3). Again, King ( 1981 ) did not differentiate between interaction (social support in the formulation) for children as oppo'sed to adults. The hypothesized relationship was based on the theoretical model proposed by Cochran and Brassard (1979) King's ( 1981 ) (Bentler, 1980 (Reynolds, 1988; Smith, 1983) King's ( 1981 ) 
